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“A SCIENTIST CALLED ONE NIGHT, SAYING,

‘T have a severed head here,”” recalls
Lori B. Andrews, with a tiny giggle.
“He said, “This man wrote in his will
that he wanted his head kept and
reattached to a healthy body. What are
the legal rights of the severed head?’
And this while I'm making dinner in my
Lincoln Park townhouse.”

Just another night in the life of an
internationally renowned bioethicist.
Andrews, a Chicago-Kent College of
Law professor, has testified before con-
gressional committees, intoned on

SR Nzg/:tlme and advised
science ministers from
Dubai to Russia.

She has litdgated for
prospective parents
who wanted to ship a
frozen embryo across
the country, and de-
cried the practice of securing sperm
from men in comas. “I'm feeling like the
Harvey Keitel character in Pulp Fiction,”
she says. “I'm the cleanup person that
people call after they do some new weird
thing.” Now she’s consulting on a CBS
series about a lawyer who tries similar

tales-from-the-weird bioethics cases.

Her new book, Body Bazaar: The
Market for Human Tissue in the Biotech-
nology Age (written with Dorothy
Nelkin; Crown Publishers), exposes the
trade of human body parts—another
ethically murky area of biotechnology.
“My goal is to protect ordinary people,”
she says. “So it’s not just scientists saying,
‘Hey, this is a nifty idea: We’ll grow a
third arm on someone!” It’s ‘Let’s make
this something that’s good for people.’”

—ELIZABETH LENHARD
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Front Runner

Head Cases

In her new book, bioethicist Lori B. Andrews explores the
growing market for human tissue, genes, and body parts
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